



 “Is fair trade a good thing?”

What is fair trade? 

Fair trade is a type of international trade that enables farmers a chance out of poverty by guaranteeing fair prices and sustainability. It allows producers to invest in their farms and communities abroad and lets farmers compete in the global marketplace. If a product has Fair Trade Certification, consumers can recognize and support the just trading policies of the producer by purchasing their product. This ensures that farmers will receive profits. 


What are the principles of fair trade? 
Fair trade principles include:

· A fair price (farmers are guaranteed a minimum price on their goods, and are guaranteed an additional price for organic products. They are also eligible for pre-harvest credit)
· Fair labour conditions (safe work place, no forced child labour, living wages, freedom of association)

· Direct trade (fewer middle men between the farmers/producers and retailers helps ensure greater profits for farmers)

· Democratic and transparent organizations (farmers collectively decide how they invest revenue)

· Community development (a portion of revenue supports the community; it may be invested in scholarships, quality improvement, or social and business development)

· Environmental sustainability (no harmful agrochemicals and genetically modified organisms or GMOs. This protects farmer health and preserves the ecosystem)
Who benefits from Fair trade? 

According to transfairusa.org, over one million farmers and farm workers in 58 developing countries across Africa, Asia, and Latin America benefit from fair trade. The fair trade market is poised to grow! 


Communities! 
Communities that receive revenue from Fair Trade invest in development projects to improve access to education, enhance social services, and develop businesses. 

The environment! 
Farmers can enhance soil fertility and structure by practicing sustainable methods of tillage, irrigation and crop rotation. Many fair trade farmers implement composting, terracing and reforestation into their land cultivation. They also seek alternatives to chemical use and consider different methods of pest management. 

People! 
Farmers are better able to provide for their families. Family members are fed and parents can afford to send kids to school. Community investment benefits school children, provides vocational training, and allows active community participation. 

The economy! 
By providing families with a means to provide for themselves and even profit, fair trade lets families participate in the economy. An emphasis on sustainability and safe working conditions prevents workers from sickness, allowing them to continue to work. Where it was previously financially beneficial to cultivate illegal crops for profit, some farmers now find it worthwhile to switch to fair trade products like coffee. 
Cocoa Growers' Co-operative, Ghana 
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Kuapa Kokoo
"Fairtrade is a good thing. Things you take for granted may be hard to come by in Ghana. Fairtrade is good to the farmer and makes us happy. We would like to sell more cocoa to Fairtrade so more farmers can taste a better life.

"We have taken our destiny into our own hands. Through Fairtrade and Kuapa we now have a lot of progress. We have good drinking water, toilet facilities and schools. Kuapa pay the farmers on time and there is no cheating when the cocoa is weighted. We meet every two weeks to share our problems. We are able to generate extra income through our soap making and palm oil making schemes that help us through the lean months. Kuapa Credit Union gives us loans and enables us all to benefit. We can take a loan out as an individual or as a group.

"Kuapa have assisted women, they ensure that women have a voice and that we are heard. I have learnt a lot from Kuapa. I grew up in cocoa and I see many differences between Kuapa and the other buying companies"
Fairtrade hopes for Cadbury cocoa farmers in Ghana
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Stephen Osuw is one of the luckier cocoa farmers in Ghana. 

He is one of 200 who live in Adjeikrom, a village about two hours drive from the capital Accra. In Adjeikrom, Cadbury is working with the farmers to improve their yields. It is hoped one day all the producers in the village will become Fairtrade, ensuring the farmers a guaranteed income and a premium price for their cocoa harvest.

But when asked if his cocoa plants generate enough money for his family to live on, Mr Osuw replies simply, "no". Cocoa-farming in Ghana is facing problems. As the cocoa plants age, the number of pods being produced by the plants is declining. 

Plants, like the farmers, have an average age of 50. And the lower yield reduces income which in turn means farmers cannot invest in fertilisers or new plants to reverse the decline.

Many of the younger people in the villages do not want to become cocoa farmers.  Instead they head for the bright lights of Accra (Capital city of Ghana) rather than tend a plant which offers them a smaller and smaller return on their hard work every year. Cadbury has been working since 2005 to try to help the farmers who provide the company with its raw material. And it all began in Mr Osuw's village. 

Volunteers from the Bournville plant in Birmingham spent several weeks here building a new well for the village. This was the start of a process of reconnection for the confectionery giant with those that supply its cocoa beans.  But rather than build more wells or new schools, the company instead selected 100 villages for a scheme to help raise declining cocoa yields. 

Spending £45m pounds over 10 years, the idea behind the Cadbury Cocoa Partnership scheme is that villagers increase production and earn more cash from the cocoa and decide for themselves what to spend it on. And alongside side the Cocoa Partnerships Scheme, last year Cadbury announced that all the cocoa used in its famous Dairy Milk bars would be from Fairtrade-certified cocoa communities. 

